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The most beautiful place to live is where we call home.
Our mission is to protect and preserve our shore for future generations.

Message from the President
As I am writing this message on April 30th there have been two snowfalls in the past two weeks
reminding all of us that spring is not quite here. And, of course, the polar vortex reminded us
that winter can still carry quite a wallop in this day of global warming. All in all, I think we
residents of West Michigan are blessed with our overall weather. We can always complain
about it not being quite perfect, but we all can be thankful when we see the severe weather
that hits so many other areas of the country.
LMSA was formed back in 1962 to be an advocate for all residents living along the lakeshore and to use our collective
voice to lobby for actions that enhance our quality of life. On the other side of the coin, our mission is also to lobby against
any action that may negatively impact our lifestyle. Having approximately 170 households as members, local government
officials do respect the opinions voiced by our organization.
Currently there are numerous issues of concern for our members and the LMSA Board has taken various steps to monitor
them and to educate our members. Let me address these issues individually.








Lake Michigan – This certainly is our greatest asset and deserves everyone’s attention to protect it. Water levels,
erosion control, man-made water diversions, and the L5 pipeline are all critical issues of interest. Roger Gauthier
will be our guest speaker at our annual meeting on Saturday, July 20th. Roger will be addressing all these issues
in his presentation. Mr. Gauthier’s biography is included elsewhere in this newsletter.
Repaving of Lakeshore Drive – In January of this year, all members were sent letters updating the plans to
repave LSD as they have been discussed with the Allegan County Road Commission. A similar update is included
elsewhere in this newsletter.
Lakeshore Drive Wash-Out – Saugatuck Township started to focus on a route around the wash-out over the
past few years. This route is intended to provide pedestrian, bicycle, and temporary emergency vehicle access.
The LMSA Board recently formed a committee to dialogue with township officials in an effort to understand the
progress that is being made and ultimately reach an acceptable solution in a timely manner. An article regarding
this committee is included elsewhere in this newsletter.
Trees – As far as natural resources are concerned, Lake Michigan is number one, but certainly trees make a huge
contribution to our quality of life. Protecting and managing that asset is of critical importance. The LMSA Board
recently formed a committee to address the variety of tree issues on an ongoing basis. An article regarding this
committee is included elsewhere in this newsletter.

I would like to thank each of you for your membership in LMSA. Keeping members informed about issues impacting
Lakeshore residents is an important goal. Being proactive as various issues arise (either for or against) is made more
effective coming from an organization such as ours.
Have a terrific summer. But when it’s 98 degrees and 100 per cent humidity, remember the days of the polar vortex.
Charles Landefeld
LMSA President

LMSA Annual Meeting
July 20 ~ 9:00am
Glenn Community Center
We are pleased to announce that Roger Gauthier will
be the guest speaker at our meeting this year. He will
address many high interest topics including water
levels, erosion control, manmade water diversions,
and concerns about Straits of Mackinac Line 5 oil
spills.

Mr. Gauthier has worked since the 1970s on issues
affecting the Great Lakes including Leadership
positions with the Army Corps of Engineers and the
Great Lakes Commission. He has authored more than
30 papers or articles dealing with Great Lakes
hydraulics, hydrology, coastal processes, remote
sensing and/or GIS. Roger has also been interviewed
by numerous news sources and publications. They
include NPR, National Geographic, NY Times,
Chicago Tribune, and several other regional
newspapers.
Gauthier currently has a Leadership role in the Straits
of Mackinac Alliance, a group focused on the
pollution dangers of the Enbridge Line 5 Oil Pipeline.

Lakeshore Drive Washout
Emergency Access/Pedestrian-Bicycle Access
LMSA has created a committee to focus on providing
emergency access and enabling pedestrian/bicycle
connection between the north and south sides of the
Lakeshore Drive washout that occurred about 30 years
ago. The committee includes Rich Forbes, Dan Keller, Ed
Welk, and Richard Donovan (members of the LMSA
Board who live north of M-89).
In last year’s newsletter, we related some of the history of
this washout, not to be confused with a second washout
that occurred in 2008 about half a mile south of the first
one. During a large public meeting on this topic at

Saugatuck High School in September 2017, there was
strong positive feedback for such a project but not for
restoring the county road itself. This would require
building the emergency access road and path on private
land north, east, and south of the washout, which would
involve negotiating easements from property owners.
Saugatuck TWP retained Dana Burd of Prein & Newhof
(TWP Engineer) to explore potential options. Dana
followed up with potentially impacted property owners
between March and October 2018. His efforts were
focused on establishing a paved 20’ wide access
compatible with the International Fire Code (IFC). His
exploration indicated that property owners are potentially
receptive to the idea, but the project will be complex and
costly (estimates up to $1MM to complete).
Prompted by a letter from LMSA Board member Ed
Welk, Dana was asked to provide an update to the new
TWP leadership on this topic during their regular monthly
meeting on May 1, 2019. During this update, Fire Chief
Greg Janik indicated a 20’ paved access is not necessary
from the Fire Department’s perspective; a 12’ two-track
(gravel or crushed concrete) would be sufficient for
emergency vehicles. This would potentially reduce the
projected cost. However, this solution would be less than
optimal for bikers and pedestrians.
The TWP Board tentatively agreed to form a committee,
led by TWP Trustee Stacey Aldrich, to learn more and
formulate a plan to move forward. Indications are that the
committee would include representation from the
Engineer (Dana Burd), Planning Commission (potentially
Bill Rowe and Ed Welk), and the Fire Department.
We look forward to the TWP committee being formed
early this summer, and additional progress being made
towards a viable plan to provide access for both
emergency vehicles and pedestrians/bicyclists around the
Lakeshore Drive washout. LMSA will continue to be
involved in this process and provide updates as
developments occur.
Rich Forbes, Dan Keller
Ed Welk, Richard Donovan
LMSA Board

sunsets and views are incomparable. Enjoy the season, be
patient, and wait for the lake levels to go down. They
always have. Current Great Hydrology experts still
believe that the long-range view of Lake Michigan/Huron
levels show substantial decline but probably not starting
until 2-3 years out.

Continuing High Water Means a Tougher
Year Along Our Shore

A good reference site for you to monitor on a weekly
basis is:
http://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Great-LakesInformation/Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/Water-LevelForecast/Weekly-Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/

“...and then, in dreaming, / The clouds methought would
open and show riches / Ready to drop (rain/water) upon
me, that when I waked / I cried to dream again.”
Shakespeare – The Tempest

Don Olendorf
LMSA Board

Lake Michigan-Huron Water levels are currently 8”
higher than last year on April 12, 2018. The basin is 22”
inches over our long-term average. We are 11” under our
April 1986 high water mark and 52” higher than the 1964
low water measure. Since March 12th, we have gained 4”
of water.
The official forecast through the beginning of May
predicts a seasonal rise of another 4”. In June, expect
another few inches until we experience balance by July
4th. Some forecasts are showing another 6” of water rise
until things reach equilibrium. The forecast moving
forward of July shows Michigan-Huron above last year’s
levels. The seasonal rise is attributable to snow, ice melt,
and condensation factors based on the water and air
temperature. Record snows hit the UP this year and the
impacts of the “Polar Vortex” were not helpful.
Come August through February, it would be wonderful to
see a robust decline in water levels. Hope for hot and dry
weather in summer and fall. The Lake remains relatively
warm and that is a good sign for the possibility of heavy
evaporation starting in August that will lower the levels
significantly. Heavy rains and cool temperatures will have
the opposite effect.
As always please remember that littoral drift are the sand
movements that occur along the foreshore and causes
some beaches to build even in high water. Due to littoral
drift, you may experience unusual changes positive and/or
negative. These phenomena can create a shifting of sand
based on what sediment is moving just offshore and
deposits that happen based on wind waves and shoreline
geography. Some properties are affected more
dramatically than others.
The rise and fall of the Great Lakes is an ongoing part of
our shoreline experience. Despite the loss of beach, our
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West Side County Park
West Side County Park plans to reinstall the lower section
of stairs at the south entrance to the beach in May of this
year. The stairs were removed in April 2018 due to high
lake levels. They will keep a watchful eye on water levels
and high wave action to determine if they will need to
remove the section again.
Last year, the parks department also removed eleven
dangerous or dead trees from the park and did extensive
tree trimming to cut back limbs that posed a safety threat.
The pavilions and the lakeside gazebo continue to get a
great deal of use by families who reserve them for special
events and occasions.



126th Street north to the washout Pavement to be existing width (18’ +/-) with
existing gravel shoulders

Please note that the pavement width of 22’ from M89
north to 126th Street is a change from the LMSA
board’s position presented in the 2018 LMSA newsletter
and as presented at 2018’s annual meeting. After the
annual meeting, a number of members living north of
M89 expressed opinions that a wider width at the
southern portion of LSD would provide a safer condition
for pedestrians and bicyclists. It would also provide a
more durable road surface less subject to breaking up
from vehicles driving over the edge. After receiving
additional member input and further board discussions,
the Board voted to proceed with the pavement widths as
outlined above.
Ganges Township (LSD from M89 south to 118th
Street)




Sara Cullen
LMSA Board

Lakeshore Drive Update
LMSA has been in discussions with the Allegan County
Road Commission (ACRC) for a few years to discuss the
need to repave Lakeshore Drive (LSD) and the most
appropriate pavement design.
Each January, ACRC meets with the various townships
that comprise Allegan County in order to establish
resurfacing projects for that calendar year together with
the associated budgeted costs. In addition, resurfacing
projects with their respective budgeted costs are also
proposed for the following calendar year, in this case
2020. These proposed projects are then accepted subject
to the future availability of funds. The following is a
summary of the recent ACRC meetings with both
Ganges and Saugatuck townships as they relate to LSD.
Saugatuck Township (LSD from M89 north to washout)




Included in proposed budget for 2020
M89 running north to 126th Street. Pavement
to be 22’wide (existing is 18’ plus two 2’
paved shoulders)




Paved surface to be 28’ wide for the entire
stretch with no gravel shoulders.
Striping be done with two 10’ driving lanes
plus two 4’ shoulders. (note: LSD from
118th Street south to Blue Star was repaved
with two 11’ driving lanes plus two 3’
shoulders)
Included in 2019 budget is 118th Street to
Plummerville Creek.
Plummerville Creek to M89 to be divided
into three sections
o Plummerville Creek to approx. 2200
Lakeshore Drive
o Approx. 2200 Lakeshore Drive to
Pier Cove
o Pier Cove to M89

Three sections from Plummerville Creek to M89 will be
done one section per year in 2020, 2021, and 2022,
pending Township budget approvals. Engineering and
survey work for all three sections will be done at the
same time in 2019. ACRC will solicit homeowner input
(for any issues such as drainage, conflict with existing
trees/structures/mail posts, etc.) prior to starting the
engineering design in 2019.
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to
Duane Brown (415-305-6113) who heads up the LMSA
road sub-committee or Charles Landefeld (773-6171706) LMSA President.
Duane Brown
LMSA Board

In the weeks to come we will be asking for additional
LMSA members to join the committee to provide input
and assistance. We are deeply appreciative for the
stunning arboreal scenery that we all enjoy here along the
LMSA lakeshore. We sincerely hope you will join us in
our efforts!
“Trees are sanctuaries. Whoever knows how to speak to
them, whoever knows how to listen to them, can learn
the truth.” Herman Hesse

Lakeshore Drive Trees
New Conservation Committee Forms
From the earliest days, the LMSA has had a
preservationist passion for protecting the beautiful and
stately trees that line Lakeshore Drive and our adjacent
parklands. The Sugar and Red Maples that grow beside
our roads have suffered over time due to weather, salt,
drainage, increased traffic, and irregular trimming. As we
look ahead to the future and the anticipated road widening
it has become increasingly clear that its time to focus our
attention on what makes our community so particularly
beautiful and unique. It is our magnificent trees, their
bounty of fall colors, and their generous shaded canopies
that make our shoreline so well loved.
We will be directing a large portion of the LMSA time,
effort and resources towards the environmental
stewardship of our common trees. LMSA Board members
Frank Alfieri, Duane Brown, Sara Cullen, Don Olendorf,
along with LMSA Board Nominee Mary Puglise, have
volunteered their assistance in forming this committee.
The Tree Conservation Committee’s “action plan” key
deliverables are highlighted below:









Implementation of a “tree survey” from the
washout at 128th to 111th avenue. This will cover
dead or diseased trees that need to be removed,
trees needing proper trimming and care, and will
also identify locations that could use newly
planted trees.
The committee will coordinate their efforts with
Allegan County and the Road Commission.
Establish a restricted tax deductible “Tree
Conservation Fund” within the LMSA to provide
for the planting of new trees.
Create an ongoing environmental education
effort that stresses the importance of continued
long-range planning and lakeshore road
stewardship.
Renew efforts on the beautification of Lakeshore
Drive and implement the planting of daffodils as
was started many years ago by the Ryder family.

Don Olendorf
LMSA Board

Glenn
Community
Center
6953 114th Ave
Glenn, MI 49416
269-227-2262
Pancake Breakfasts
May 26, July 7, & September 1
Winter Markets
November 30 & December 7

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy
Trees of Change at Wau-Ke-Na
The natural world is
constantly changing and for
the Southwest Michigan
Land Conservancy, trying to
support and mimic the
changing natural world when
managing preserves like
Wau-Ke-Na is one of our
greatest challenges. Add human-influenced changes to a
dynamic natural world, and you’ve got yet another level
of difficulty to contend with.
Take trees for example. In the 1800s, land surveyor notes
told us that Wau-Ke-Na had many ash trees, along with
other species like American elm, American beech, and
Eastern hemlock. The landscape changed significantly
after settlement; logging occurred, land was farmed and
settled, orchards dotted the lakeshore, and tree diversity
in the region changed as certain species were more
desirable for harvest and clearing. Ash trees, being lightloving and pioneering species, took over much of this
newly-cleared landscape.
Fast-forward 150 years to the present day and the
introduction of the Emerald ash borer. The landscape
around Wau-Ke-Na, filled with mature ash trees, is an allyou-can-eat buffet for these tiny beetles. As a result, we
have lost all of our mature ash trees at the preserve over
the last several years. Similarly, 50 years ago, a wave of
tree mortality in the form of Dutch elm disease destroyed
most American elm trees in the region. And looking
forward, we have yet another invasive forest pest,
Hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA), which is poised to
move into the area from its current epicenter in Ottawa
and Muskegon counties, threatening the hemlock forest
that characterize parts of this unique landscape.
So how is SWMLC to plan for the long-term health of our
forests at Wau-Ke-Na with such a troubled past and a
changing future? The short answer is: 1) The past has
taught us about the dramatic effects that come when an
invasive species wipes out a native species that dominates
a habitat. To avoid this, we must encourage as much
species diversity as possible during habitat restoration so
that if we lose one species, many others are there to take
its place. 2) Anticipating change means knowing what
invasive species or other changes will be coming, such as
the HWA and beech bark disease. 3) The state of
Michigan and our conservation partners believe that
preventing HWA is possible, and we will be conducting
preventative injections into and closely monitoring WauKe-Na’s hemlock trees on the north tract. The loss of our

hemlock trees is something we believe we can prevent. 4)
With knowledge of what tree species we’ve largely lost
and which species are likely to face future invasive
species challenges, when replanting forests, we will be
carefully selecting a variety of tree species that have the
best chance at surviving future conditions.
In the next several years, you may notice changes to WauKe-Na’s forests and fields that are part of this forwardlooking practical approach to forest management. On the
south tract, we will try a technique for replanting former
ash forests with a diversity of different native tree species,
along with carefully removing some of the overgrown
non-native Christmas trees in grassland restoration areas.
On the north tract we will be planting new forests from
the ground up near the parking and entrance area, to find
a long-term replacement for the diseased and dying
Douglas firs, which are better suited to the Pacific
Northwest than the Lake Michigan shoreline.
All of this work to preserve and restore Wau-Ke-Na’s
forests is part of managing an evolving preserve under
changing conditions. We appreciate the understanding
and support of neighbors and the public under these
challenging circumstances. And with everything we do at
Wau-Ke-Na, we always strive to honor preserve donor
William Erby Smith’s intent of keeping the ecosystems
on the preserve healthy and as a sanctuary for wildlife.
Peter Ter Louw
Director, SWMLC

In Loving Memory
LMSA would like to remember and honor the
following members who have passed away since
January 1, 2018.

Glenn Fowler
August 16, 1929 – September 22, 2018
Dennis Millirons
July 4, 1951 – April 2, 2018
Mary Gillies Olendorf
May 26, 1924 – June 9, 2018

engineering, local match $ required for state/federal
matching construction grants, and ongoing maintenance
as needed. Local communities prepare/submit grant
applications with our help, and own the trail. To obtain
matching grants, all communities along the route must
endorse the trail.
Friends of the Blue Star Trail

Update on the Blue Star Trail
Thanks to the generosity of a local couple who prefer to
remain anonymous, the Friends has a once in a lifetime
opportunity to complete a significant portion of the Trail.
The goal of this $200,000 pledge is for Douglas, the City
of Saugatuck, and Saugatuck Township to partner this
year with the Friends to obtain a share of the existing pool
of federal and state grant money that will allow the next
several sections of the Trail to be completed as a single
project. The proposed project will run from Douglas
north over the Kalamazoo River Bridge, through the City
of Saugatuck alongside Blue Star Highway, connect to the
Township section completed in 2018, and then to Holland
Street where it will connect to the Beeline trail to Holland.
With the Friends providing funds for engineering and the
required local match for the grants, the communities incur
minimal upfront cost.
Please express your support for this project to government
representatives in Douglas, the City of Saugatuck, and
Saugatuck Township. Tell them you favor creating this
valuable community asset -- a safe and scenic multi-use
trail for walkers, joggers, bikers, and students.
Upon completion of this northern section, we plan to
continue construction south of Douglas to include
sections in Saugatuck TWP, Ganges TWP, Casco TWP,
and South Haven.
Meanwhile, mark September 14 on your calendars for the
2019 edition of our Lakeshore Harvest Ride, a scenic fun
ride along country roads between South Haven and
Saugatuck with available stops at vineyards, orchards,
breweries, art galleries, cider mills and more. This event
attracted more than 400 riders last year.
ABOUT THE FRIENDS:
Our goal is to complete the scenic Blue Star Trail – a 20mile non-motorized recreational trail connecting people
and communities from Saugatuck to South Haven while
improving their safety, wellness, economic health, and
environment. We are a non-profit corporation that acts as
a catalyst in partnership with local communities to
promote and fund the trail. We raise money for

Good Neighbor Initiative
Gentle Reminders and Simple Courtesies:


FIRE: Allegan County has strict fire guidelines that are rigorously enforced. Obtain a fire permit before starting a
fire. Beach fires can be especially dangerous due to shifting lake winds and the easily flammable dune grasses. A
firepit is required. Always have a water source readily available. Never leave a fire unattended and never leave
children alone near a fire. Never use an accelerant (such as gasoline) on a fire. Be careful to extinguish all fires
completely and remember that embers can quickly be reignited by lake winds. Also clean up any beach campfires.
Lastly individuals who are found at fault for starting a fire that gets out of control can be held responsible for
Allegan County expenses related to extinguishing that fire.



FIREWORKS: County ordinances and strict guidelines are in place for your protection and the protection of
your neighbors when using fireworks. Fireworks are a significant fire hazard, especially in areas of beach grass on
windy nights and in forested areas. Fireworks should never be used near structures, trees, open fields or vehicles.
Alcohol and fireworks do not mix. Fireworks are meant to be used one at a time, never combine or mix fireworks.
We urge you to use the greatest amount of caution when using fireworks.



NOISE: Local Townships have strict Anti-Noise & Public Nuisance Ordinances in place from 11:00 pm to 6:00
am. Please act responsibly and keep amplified music, loud parties, barking dogs and excessive noise to an
acceptable level. Fireworks should not be used after 11:00pm.



SHORELINE: The Department of Natural Resources has designated sections of our shoreline as a high-risk
erosion area. Please be careful not to damage grass or vegetation growing on the dunes. Remember that trees help
to hold the bluff and prevent erosion. Be especially careful to follow pathways to and from the beach. Work
together with your neighbors to protect the shoreline.



GARBAGE: We ask you to place household garbage in tightly secured bags inside trash containers. Do not
overfill containers and close the lids tightly. Please do not leave bags on the ground or out overnight to prevent
scavenging by animals and to eliminate odor and insects. Dumpsters at West Side County Park and Pier Cove are
not to be used for household trash.



4 WHEELERS: The use of “off-road” vehicles on the Lake Michigan shoreline is only permitted on private
property. 4-Wheelers are not permitted at the beach waterline or on public beaches.



PETS: Remember to be a thoughtful pet owner. Always clean up after your dog and make certain their barking
does not disturb your neighbors. Respect posted signs pertaining to pets and follow local leash laws. Dogs are not
permitted on public beaches.



BEACHES: The Lake Michigan sand dunes are the largest assemblage of fresh water dunes in the world. Our
shoreline is a “unique, irreplaceable and fragile resource”. We ask for your help in protecting our shoreline.
Remember to take any trash with you when you leave the beach. Cigarettes are the #1 most littered item in
America and the toxic residue in filters is damaging to the environment. Many beach walkers carry an extra bag
and pick up beach litter as they walk. It’s just a polite custom of our community.

We wish to thank you for reading this information and for being
a thoughtful Lakeshore neighbor.

Lake Michigan Shore Association

Please Support Our Sponsors

Newsletter Compiled by Frank Alfieri
Graphics/Layout by Beth Ramsson

Lake Michigan Shore Association
Boundaries Map

Lake Michigan Shore Association
NEW/RENEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
I hereby make application for, or seek renewal of, membership in The Lake Michigan Shore Association which
represents an area bounded by Lake Michigan on the West, Lake Shore Drive “wash-out” or 128th on the north, then
along Interstate 196 on the East, then South to exit 30, then South on Blue Star Hwy to 111th Ave (the southern
boundary), then west to Lake Michigan, in Allegan County Michigan. I am a property owner or resident of the above
described area.
It is a condition of membership that any group, owning or residing in a membership property, are included in a single
membership.
Enclosed is my check for $35.00 covering membership dues
for the period January 1, 2019 thru December 31, 2019.

New Member(s): ______

Renewing Member(s): _____

Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________________
Primary Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Primary Phone: _____________________________________
Local or Other Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Other Phone: ______________________________________________________________________________
E-Mail Address(s): __________________________________________________________________________
I prefer to be contacted by: E-Mail _____ Regular Mail _____
Michigan Voter? Yes ____ No ____
If yes, Ganges Twp. ____ Saugatuck Twp. ____ Casco Twp. ____ Other ____
I am interested in serving on an LMSA committee: ____
I am interested in serving on the LMSA Board of Directors: ____
I am interested in helping LMSA in other ways. Please contact me: ____
Make checks payable to LMSA and send to:
LMSA
P. O. Box 995
Douglas, MI 49406
Please take a moment to add suggestions, concerns or “areas of interest” that you would like to share with the LMSA
Board on the reverse side of this form. Visit www.lmsa.us for more information or to renew/apply online.

Lake Michigan Shore Association
PO Box 995
Douglas, MI 49406
Dedicated to Preservation of the Quality
and Character of the Area

